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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EIU, COMMUNITY ADDRESS ALCOHOL SITUATION 
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University President David 
Jorns has initiated a collaborative effort between university and 
community members to address the alcohol situation on the Eastern 
campus and Charleston community. 
Jorns and EIU student affairs representatives recently met 
with members of local law enforcement agencies and county govern-
ment to discuss the issue of underage drinking and enforcement of 
liquor ordinances and laws. Jorns has also sent a letter to 
Eastern students via the campus newspaper expressing his concern 
about underage drinking. 
He said initial efforts will include the formation of a 
-more-
AnD 1/1/1/1 ALCOHOL 
committee comprised of university and community leaders to 
address the problem of student alcohol abuse on- and off-campus. 
Those represented at the recent meeting who will play a key 
role in this effort include, from Eastern, Lou Hencken, acting 
vice president for student affairs; Keith Kohanzo, university 
judicial officer; Tom Larson, police chief; and Kevin Kersey, 
assistant police chief. 
Local representatives include steve Ferguson, Coles County 
state's attorney; Kim Carmack, Coles County asssistant state's 
attorney; David Morgan, Illinois state Police captain; Herb 
steidinger, chief, Charleston Police; Ted Ghibellini, assistant 
chief, Charleston Police; and Jim Kimball, Coles County sheriff. 
Jorns said campus initiatives will include increased recre­
ational and programming opportunities for the remainder of the 
semester, especially during Eastern's fine arts "Celebration" 
April 30 to May 2. 
He pointed out that Eastern's BACCHUS (Boost Alcohol Con­
sciousness Concerning the Health of University Students) and 
GAMMA (Greeks Advocating the Mature Management of Alcohol) 
chapters have been instrumental in developing programs supporting 
responsible decision-making concerning the use or non-use of 
alcohol by college students and have received national recogni­
tion for their efforts. "Their efforts will continue and will be 
enhanced by new initiatives, " he said. 
Members of Eastern's student affairs staff will also accom­
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pany university and Charleston police on patrols of on- and off­
campus student housing and commerical areas. 
Jorns said information on local ordinances and state laws 
regarding alcohol will be included in Eastern's freshman orienta­
tion program. University and local officials will also collabor­
ate on drafting proposals for possible increased involvement by 
the university in responding to misconduct by students which 
affects the institution's relationship with the community. 
"Alcohol-related offenses by Eastern students which occur 
on- or off-campus will be handled by Eastern's judicial affairs 
office and appropriate disciplinary action will be taken against 
students who violate the law, " Jorns said. 
He added, "While Eastern actually saw a decrease in the 
number of incidents regarding alcohol during the 1991-92 academic 
year, we still would like to reduce our number of cases further. 
"By working together with community leaders, we can better 
grasp the alcohol situation and develop workable solutions to the 
problem. ultimately, we hope to create a more stable environment 
for Eastern students and community members." 
Eastern reported 193 liquor law violations in 1991 compared 
to 77 in 1992. 
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